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Decedent is actress Natalie Wood who alonfr with her husband Robert 
Wa^r.er, a friend, and the skipper of the Wagner boat, were spending 
the -weekend 8t Cafcalina Island. 

In the early morning hours of Sunday, Uoveaber 29, 1951, so=eti=e 
after the E roup had returned to the boot, which vos noored o,, the 
Isthmus, Hr. Wagner became aware that his wife end the boats oinghy 
were both *issin £ . to. Wagner immediately radioed for* help and a 
search -was begun. Mrs. Wagner's body was spotted *ro« the exr by a 
Sheriff «.s Department helicopter that was enroute to the islana to 
assist -h the search. L.A. County_Life Guards and two private 
searchers were the first ones to reach the body of *lrs, ;V;egner and 
x>ulled her from the water, where upon she. was pronounced aeact 
07kh hours. 

Soolce with Don Whiting, nijrht nenacar, of Doug's H f.^^^ e ^i^, ri 
Cotclina Isthmus, who related the following. Mr. Whit ins arrived 
to -wort between 1600 and 1700 houra end the Wagner party was 
ol-eedy in the bar and had been -drinking. The party reaoined in 
the bar until appropriately X9PP to 1930 hours at whxch time tney 
-were seated for dinner at the se»e location. During the course cf.. 
the dinner, Mr. Whiting eatiewtes^hat the group c ^^!^^^ arv 
bottles of champagne. Hr. Whiting -says the group le.t .be restaurs* 
to return to their boat at approximately 2200 to 2230 hours and t ha. 
the entire group aooeored to him to be intoxicated, nr. »«£J in ; ot 
this time called Kurt Craig of the Harbor Patrol and esked him 
cake sure that -the group reached their boat safely, which ;:,r. Grat- 
is reported to have done. 



bors 
ed his 



Spohe with ;-r. Wacner who related that the last titne he reaie* 
seeing -his wv-^e was at 2#i5 hours. Mr. Wa G ner when he resliz 
vife woa miss inn > placed a radio call for help. 

Don V'hitin^ heard :<r. Wooer's rodio call for help C'ir V.'hlti 
lives on a boot and during his we>in^ hou:*c always «oni,ors^r 
at approximately 0130 hours end in turn called a friend on 
Isthmus xo $o to the \verrner boat and. advise hi a of the su 
and if search should be started, / 

When It was determined that indeed the dinrrhy and fetalis V/oc ) t:ci« 
r.isnir.r,a search ues begun with Harbor Patrol, Bay *'^c:i, ?i> ; *:^ 
-loarchera, L.A . County Sheriff and U.S. Coast Guard all particle 

Hrs . 



n Jio ) 
ion 



Hrs. V/anner's body was found spprosiastoly 200 yards off the » 
Cavern Point, Isthmus area of Catalina island, ana nort* of w.-.e 
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Pound 11-29-21 






Date 



dinghy, was found, near the shoreline, a couple hours e-.rlier, 

'-It Werner was also cuestioned regarding the possibility of 
suicide, however he atetes that wife was not suicidal. 

Don *»hit*n- wes one of the private searches who located* the 
atSrhy end'- ; SE ys that key was in the Ignition, which , flS in :r.e of, . 
position^ The gear was in neutral and the oars tied down, ana U 
appeared as if the boat had not even been used. 

Decedent's body had been taken from the ocean end placed in the v 
.Hyperbaric Chamber building for safe keeping Upon this Jnvoati- 
tators arrival at location, decedent observed lying in stokes 
litter". Decedent is wrapped in plastic .aaeet, she herself is 
dressed in flannel nightgown and socks. The flccfcet that she vas 
wearing when found floating, is no longer on the body, hsv^n co« 
off when she was pulled fro* the water. At tine decedent vas pulled 
fJos the water, sheriff's personnel says that body was . obsent of sny 
rigor end tbey noted foam oooine^oa aouth Pec aden * a** 1 * ^» 
foam coming from mouth. Rigor is now present of a 3 to U+ through- 
out her entire body. Decedent has numerous bruises to legs and ar- 
Decedent's eyes are also a bit cXfeudy appearing. .Ho other trau«a 
noted end foul play is not suspected at this time* 

Skipoer of the Wagner boat, Dennis Dsvern, identified bo?3y to 
sheriff's deputies. 

pieese notify Detectives Rasher and Hamilton 1-HOUR PRIOR TO POST, 
AT 97k~k3bl . ' 
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USE SCALE TO DESCRIBE 
INTENSITY OF RIGOR MORTIS 
AND LIVOR MORTIS. USE 
SHADING ON DIAGRAMS TO 
ILLUSTRATE LOCATION OF 
LIVOR MORTIS, DESCRIBE 
INTENSITY OF COLORATION 
AND WHETHER LIVOR MORTIS 
IS PERMANENT OR BLACHES 
UNDER PRESSURE. 
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RIGOR MORTIS : Hone at time of being pull* 
from Ocean @ 07kk on 11-29 

NECK: 

11-29-81 at 1330 hours 

Anterior FUviftn ,„,3rfii^f-^ 

Posterior flexion_ 



Righr lateral fl«*lnn 3-E~-T 
Left Jcterol flexion .. 
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ft TEMPERATURE : 
81 

ENVIRONMENT TEMPERATURE^, 

DATF II-29-8I TIME 

LIVER TEMPERATURE^ 



131 



1330 



MRS 



WHERE TAKEN 



@ Scene 



DATE. 



11-2.9-81 



TIME. 



1335 



.HRS 



Reported Surface Temp of Weter at time 
Found 07kk 62° to 63^ 



LIVOR MORTIS: Very slight and only in patches 

on beck of a 1+ end which blancfne 
ider pressure 
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DATE AND TIME OF DEATH IF KNOWN 
Fd. 11-29-81 @ O7I4I4. 



ENVIRONMENTAL DESCRIPTION WHERE BODY 
FOUND AND CONTACT MATERIAL TO BODY 



Floating Fece Down In Ocean 



TEMPERATURE REGULATED? 



YES □ NO S AT. 



DEGREE F 



BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF CLOTHING 



Flennel Nightgown, Socks and 



Down Jackot-prnow off body 



PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION 

AGE U-3 ■■_..S£X . female 

THIN 



j EMACIATED 
|xi AVERAGE 
OTHER 



G MUSCULAR 

□ HEAVY 

□ OBESE ' 



ACTIVITY PRIOR TO DEATH, IF KNOWN unk c 
P NONE □ MODERATE 

□ SLIGHT ["'; EXTREME 

PREPARED ,- 
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An autopsy was performed on the body of 
the DEPARTMENT OF CORONER 



at 



No. 81-15167 

Wagner, Natalie 
Also Known As: 
Wood, Natalie 



Lo s Angeles, Ca li fornia 



on November 30, 1981 @ 1330 Hours 



(Dale) (Time) 

From the anatomic findings and pertinent history I as cribe the death to : 



(A) 



Drowning and other undetermined factors 



DUE TO OR AS A CONSEQUENCE 01- 



DUE TO OR AS A CONSEQUENCE OF 
(C) 



DUE TO OR AS A CONSEQUENCE OF 
(0) 



OTH V.R CONDITIONS CONTRIBUTING BUT NOT RELATED TO THE IMMEDIATE CAUSE OF DEATH; 



May 20, 2 012 



RE-EVALUATION: 



Reason for re-evaluation : 



The Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department (LASD) had reopened 
the case in the fall of 2011 and had requested the current Chief 
Medical Examiner-Coroner to re-evaluate the case. They had 
interviewed the former Chief Medical Examiner-Coroner Dr. 
Noguchl, who did the autopsy, and other witnesses. During the 
interview with the former Chief Medical Examiner-Coroner Dr. 
Noguchi, they were made aware of a consultation report by one 
Mr. Paul Miller. The current Chief Medical Examiner-Coroner 
arranged a meeting with Mr. Paul Miller on January 24, 2012 at 
request of LASD Detective Lowe. Dr. Noguchi, Detective 
Hernandez, Detective Rubino, Detective Hecht, Chief Craig Harvey 
of the Operations Bureau and Mr. Miller attended the meeting. 
Report of Mr. Paul Miller which had been retrieved from 
Department of Coroner microfilm archives was authenticated by 
him during this meeting. A copy was given to both LASD and Mr. 
Miller. There was another meeting with detectives on March 2, 
2012, where the current Chief Medical Examiner-Coroner discussed 
his evaluation of the case and concern for non-accidental 
mechanism for certain bruises of the upper extremities. He also 
opined that there was no evidence of head trauma and that the 
bruises especially in the upper extremities appeared fresh and 
could have occurred before she entered the water. 

On April of this year the Sheriff's Department asked the current 
Chief Medical Examiner-Coroner to formalize his findings into 
the form of a report. The current Chief Medical Examiner- 
Coroner also met with Dr. Noguchi to discuss the autopsy report 
and Mr. Miller's report. Documents evaluated by the current 
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Chief Medical Examiner included: 1). Complete autopsy report 
from Coroner's case 1981-15167 (Natalie Wood Wagner). This 
autopsy report included the investigator's reports of Ms. Pamela 
Eaker, Form 3A listing the medication, evidence record, Form 6 
showing the preliminary exam, a typed autopsy report, the 
neuropathology report, microscopic exam report, toxicology 
reports and the chemical tests reports on right and left heart 
blood. 2). Mr. Paul Miller's evaluation. 3). Photographs. 
4). Sheriff's department complaint report 081-00898187349 and 
follow-up supplemental report 081-089 81 873 496 . 5). Sheriff's 
department satellite photo and map of the Isthmus area. 

Summary of the Circumstances: 

A) Ms. Wood's body was recovered from the Pacific Ocean on 
November 29, 1981 and she was pronounced on 0744 hours. After 
the body was recovered the Sheriff's personnel placed same in 
a hyperbaric chamber building for safekeeping. When recovered 
she was dressed in a blue and red plaid flannel nightgown and 
argyle socks. A red down jacket she was wearing was removed 
after she was pulled from the water. She had no 
underclothing. By the time Medical Examiner-Coroner's 
investigator Ms. Eaker got to the scene and took time of 
death parameters it was 1330 hours. Rigor mortis was 3 to 4+ 
at that time. There was lividity in the back that blanched. 
The environmental temperature at that time was 63 °F and liver 
temperature was 65°F. The surface temperature of the water 

at that time at 7:44 am was 62-63 °F. Ms. Wagner reportedly 
was found face down floating in the ocean, 200 yards off the 
Blue Cavern Point, Isthmus area of Catalina Island north of 
where the dinghy was found near the shoreline. The dinghy, 
which was located, had the key in the ignition in the off 
position, the gear was in neutral and the oars were tied down 
indicating the boat was never used. The decedent Ms. Natalie 
Wood, her husband, a friend, and the skipper of the Wagner 
family were spending the weekend at Catalina Island. The 
main vessel which they were traveling in was called the 
Splendour and was tied up to the mooring Nl in the Isthmus 
harbor. The dinghy which was near the shoreline when Ms. 
Wagner was found is a 13 foot Zodiac boat. It was called the 
Valiant . 

B) On November 28, 1981 Mrs. Natalie Wood, her husband, a friend 
and the captain were reportedly at a restaurant. They had 
been consuming alcohol and were seated for dinner between 
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1900 to 1930 hours. The restaurant owner indicated the group 
left the restaurant to return to the boat at approximately 
2200-2230 hours on November 28, 1981. According to the 
restaurant manager they all appeared intoxicated. He 
actually called the Harbor Patrol to assure that the 
decedent's family and decedent reached the Splendour safely. 

C) During the initial interview the husband of the decedent 
indicated that he, Ms. Wood, the ship's captain and another 
actor friend were drinking in the main cabin of the boat and 
they realized that Mrs. Wood was missing and also the Zodiac 
was missing. This was around 12 midnight. 

D) The restaurant manager indicated that they heard Mrs. 
Wagner's husband call for help around 0130 hours on November 
29, 1981. A search was soon begun with Harbor Patrol, 
Baywatch, private searchers, L.A. County Sheriff and U.S. 
Coast Guard. The decedent was identified by the captain of 
the Splendour at 0830 hours on November 29, 1981. 

E. The captain indicated that they had gone ashore in the 

afternoon of 11/28/81 to have dinner and were initially at 
the bar drinking until 7 pm to 8 pm. After dinner they left 
for the Splendour around 10 pm or 11 pm and continued drinking 
onboard. The captain indicated that they discovered Ms. 
Wood the decedent missing only around 12 midnight. They 
presumed she had gone ashore and back to the bar. At 1:30 am 
the husband called isthmus employees to look for Ms. Wood. 
According to the bartender, who attended to them on November 
28, 1981, they continued to drink till 7:30 or 8 pm. They 
were generally quiet. Neither the victim nor her husband 
acted drunk but the ship's captain and their friend did 
appear intoxicated. According to the bartender they left the 
restaurant at 10:15 pm. All four of them made a toast and 
broke their wine glasses. He felt they were all pretty 
shaky. At the restaurant, Ms. Wagner had been dressed in 
blue designer jeans, a yellow sweater and a red down 
jacket. She also had jewelry which included a necklace and 
two or more rings. 

The Zodiac dinghy boat involved in the incident was found 
against the rocks at an area called Blue Cavern Point, 1-1/4 
miles northeast of the Isthmus pier where the Splendour was 
moored. The victim Ms. Wagner was found approximately 200 yards 
north of the Blue Cavern Point. It appeared that the Zodiac had 
just drifted to the position where it was found, having never- 
been started. The dress Ms. Wood was wearing was a one piece 
plaid blue and red nightgown with no underclothing. The autopsy 
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was conducted by Dr. Joseph Choi, Deputy Medical Examiner. 
Other Medical Examiner staff involving the case included Dr. 
Thomas T. Noguchi, Chief Medical Examiner-Coroner and Dr. Ronald 
Kornblum, Deputy Medical Examiner. Autopsy was conducted on 
November 30, 1981 at 1330 hours. Ms. Wagner was 43 years old, 
weighed approximately 120 pounds and was 64 inches in height. 
The right forearm showed a 4 inch x 1 inch diffuse bruising on 
the lateral aspect and few bruises on back, of hand. The left 
wrist showed a slight deformity in the lateral condyle of the 
ulna and there was also a superficial fresh bruise in this area 
1/2 inch in diameter. There were multiple small 1/2 inch to 1 
inch fresh bruises in the left anterior lateral thigh. There 
was a 2 inch recent bruise to the left knee. There were recent 
bruises to the right upper leg in the area and right ankle. The 
anterior neck showed a small scratch. There was also 
superficial abrasion in left forehead, left brow and the left 
upper cheek area with an upward direction. There was white 
froth in the nasal oral area. There were recent bruises to the 
back of the left thigh. A few day old bruises were on the back 
of the right thigh and knee but there were fresh bruises and 
scratches to the right posterior leg. There were no petechiae 
in the conjunctiva of the eyes. The bruises showed no 
particular pattern. The blood in the chambers of the heart was 
fluid. The left anterior descending coronary artery showed 
focal narrowing by 30% with atherosclerotic plaque. The larynx, 
trachea, and bronchi were filled with large amount of white 
froth. The right lung weighed 800 grams and the left lung 
weighed 750 grams. The liver was unremarkable grossly and 
microscopically. The stomach contained 500 cc of semisolid 
partially digested food material which could be either chicken 
or fish-type substance. The small intestine contained 2 pills 
consistent with vitamin-like substance. There was a smell of 
alcohol in the stomach contents. The urinary bladder was filled 
with 300 cc of amber colored urine. The brain showed no injury 
and was examined by the neuropathologist. Microscopic findings 
of the brain showed no diagnostic features except for mild to 
moderate congestion. Microscopic sections of the right forearm, 
knee and right ankle showed fresh hemorrhage consistent with 
fresh bruise of superficial nature. Toxicology showed ethanol 
of 0.14 gms%. Ethchiorvynol and trichlorethanol were not 
detected. Caffeine was present at a concentration of 0.02mg%. 
No other neutrals were detected. Cocaine, codeine and morphine 
were not detected. Phencyclidine was not detected. 
Barbiturates were not detected. Freon 11 and 12, methane, 
butane, propane, hexane, and toluene were all not detected in 
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the head space study. The magnesium in the right heart serum 
was 11.7 mg/dL and chloride in the right heart was 106 mEq/L. 
Specific gravity in serum of right heart autopsy specimen 1.0063 
gm/mL . Propoxyphene was present at 0.07 mg% and cyclizine was 
present at 0.045 mg%. Phenothiazines were not detected. A 
sexual assault kit was collected at the Forensic Science Center 
by Mr. Njavro. Also hair samples were collected from head and 
arm areas. Dr. Noguchi collected nasal swabs during the 
postmortem exam. The specific gravity of the left heart serum 
was 1.040 gm/dL. The magnesium in the left heart blood was 22.5 
mg/dL and chloride was 154 mEq/L. 

Based on the autopsy findings, chemical tests result of high 
magnesium and chloride on the left heart compared to the right 
heart, the cause of death was established as drowning. Time of 
death was established to be around midnight of November 28, 
1981. Case was closed as accidental drowning by Drs . Noguchi, 
Kornblum and Choi . 



D iscussion a nd opinion by the c ur rent Chief Medic al Examiner- 



The autopsy findings, results of the chemical tests done on the 
right and left heart blood are all supportive of drowning. The 
only evidence available for review at this time was the 
histopathological slides taken during the autopsy of the bruises 
and liver and the neuropathology slides. Five items of evidence 
were collected and placed into the Department of Coroner 
evidence unit on November 30, 1981. 

A. An EDTA tube of blood was received at 1525 hours. 

B. Blood swatch was received at 1525 hours. 

C. Modified sexual assault kit was received at 1445 hours. 

D . Hair kit was received at 1445 hours. 

E. Pubic hair kit was received at 1445 hours. 

Ms. Sandberg, Acting Supervising Criminalist provided a detailed 
memorandum to Chief Medical Examiner-Coroner/ Interim Director on 
the status and evidence disposition, which will be an attachment 
to this report. However, medical evidence envelope containing 
prescription drugs belonging to the case was found (see form 3A 
in the autopsy report). This was released to the Sheriff's 
Department . 



Coroner . 
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There are conflicting statements as to when the decedent went 
missing from the boat and whether there were verbal arguments 
between the decedent and her husband. It was clear from the 
restaurant manager's statement that the call about her missing 
from the Splendour came only at 1:30 am on November 29, 1981. 
The fact that her stomach contained 500 cc of partially digested 
food material supports the opinion of the time of death being 
around midnight, especially given the information that dinner 
was consumed between 8 and 9 pm on November 28, 1981. With the 
presence of fresh bruises in the upper extremities in the right 
forearm/left wrist area and a small scratch in the anterior 
neck, this Examiner is unable to exclude non-accidental 
mechanism causing these injuries. The Zodiac dinghy was not 
available for Sheriff's detectives for evaluation when they went 
to examine the Splendour with the new owner. The original 
theory of Mr. Miller that there were scratches on the starboard 
side of the dinghy could not be evaluated further, as no nail 
clipping was collected during the original autopsy examination. 
So this theory cannot be verified. Based on (a) the fact that 
she was wearing a blue and red plaid flannel nightgown, down 
jacket, socks with no underclothing, but had jewelry 
(ring/bracelet right hand, 3 rings on left hand and a chain 
around her waist) , (b) the intoxicated state, (c) lack of any 
life jacket, (d) dinghy having never been used, (e) her bladder 
still containing 300 cc of urine, (f) lack of history of any 
suicidal ideation or note, (g) the time of incident (around 
midnight) in darkness, this Medical Examiner is unable to 
exclude non-volitional, unplanned entry into the water. Also, 
given the temperature of the water and the time of death opined 
in autopsy report, it looks as though that Ms. Wood drowned 
within a short time of her entry into the water. The location 
of the bruises, the multiplicity of the bruises, lack of head 
trauma, or facial bruising support bruising having occurred 
prior to the entry into the water. Since there are many 
unanswered questions and limited additional evidence available 
for evaluation, it is opined by this Medical Examiner that the 
manner of death should be left as undetermined. The case was 
discussed with the former Chief Medical Examiner-Coroner Dr. 
Noguchi . Both Dr. Kornblum and Dr. Choi, who are the other 
Medical Examiners who handled the case, are deceased. The case 
could not be discussed with them. 
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The cause of death will be changed to drowning and other 
undetermined factors. Manner will be changed to undetermined. 
How injury occurred will be listed as found floating in ocean. 
Circumstances not clearly established. 
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\ J/AKSHMANAN SATHYAVAGISWARAN, M.D. , FRCP (C) , FCAP, FACP 
CHIEF MEDICAL EXAMINER-CORONER/ INTERIM DIRECTOR 



DATE 



LS :mtm/C 
T-05/29/12 




DATE: 
TO: 

FROM: 



June 5, 2012 

Lakshmanan Sathyavagiswaran, MD 

Chief Medical Examiner - Coroner/Interim Director 

Michelle Sandberg 

Acting Supervising Criminalist 



REGARDING: 



Status of Natalie Wood Evidence - Coroner Case #1981-15167 



The Evidence Unit record for Natalie Wood was reviewed and reveals the following: 

• Five items of evidence were received into our Evidence Unit on November 30, 1 981 . 
Based on a final mode of "Accident", the below two items were disposed of on December 
13, 1986. 

o Hair Kit 

o Pubic Hair Kit 



• According to the Evidence Log, the remaining three items listed below were booked into 
our evidence unit and are still in our custody. An exhaustive search to locate these items 
was conducted on March 6, 2012 and none were located. It is possible that based on the 
final mode of "Accident" these items were also disposed without documentation or 
released to LASD without documentation. 



o EDTA/Whole Blood 

o Blood Swatch 

o Modified Sexual Assault Kit 



• During the above mentioned search a medical evidence envelope containing prescription 
drugs belonging to this case was found. Documentation of this item was entered onto the 
evidence log, LASD was notified and the evidence was released to LASD Evidence 
Technician Garrett on March 20, 2012 at lOOOhrs. 

o Medical Evidence 



1 | P a g c 




The Toxicology Unit record for Natalie Wood was reviewed and reveals the following 
specimens were collected and received into our Toxicology Unit on November 30, 1981 unless 
otherwise stated. Records of disposal were not maintained in 1981 but all below listed 
specimens are presumed to have been discarded. 



• 


Autopsy blood 


• 


Bile 


• 


Urine 


• 


Liver 


• 


Kidney 


• 


Stomach 


• 


2 additional tubes of blood 


• 


Intestinal contents 


• 


Nasal swabs 



The Histology Unit record for Natalie Wood indicates ten histology slides have been maintained. 
Records of disposal were not maintained in 1 98 1 but the 2 listed jars are presumed to have been 
discarded. 



• 5 regular slides (includes re-cut of slide #3) - received into Laboratories on 12/08/1981 

• 5 neuropathology slides- received into Laboratories on 04/05/1982 

• 1 Jar containing regular histology blocks - received into Laboratories on 1 1/30/1981 

• 1 Jar containing neuropathology blocks - received into Laboratories on 12/14/1981 




DEPARTMENT 



OF CORONER 




In Summary.... 



Evidence 


Item still 

in our 
custody? 


Disposed 


Disposition 
Unknown 


Date 
Collected 


Date Rec'd 

Into 
Laboratories 


Date 
Released 


riair Kit 


No 


KJll 

12/13/1986 






11/30/1981 




Pubic Hair Kit 


NO 


On 

12/13/1986 






i i ik\i\ no i 
1 1/JU/iyo 1 




EDTA/Whole Bid 


No 








11/30/1981 




Blood Swatch 


No 








11/30/1981 




Modified SAK 


No 








11/30/1981 




Medical Evidence 


No 






11/29/1981 


03/17/1983 


03/20/2012 


Autopsy Blood 


No 


Yes* 




11/30/1981 


11/30/1981 




2 additional tubes of 
blood 


No 


i ^& 




1 1 AO/1 08 1 


1 1 AO/1 Q&1 




Bile 


No 


Yes* 




11/30/1981 


11/30/1981 




Urine 


No 


Yes* 




11/30/1981 


11/30/1981 




Liver 


No 


Yes* 




11/30/1981 


11/30/1981 




Kidney 


No 


Yes* 




11/30/1981 


11/30/1981 




Stomach 


No 


Yes* 




11/30/1981 


11/30/1981 




Intestinal Contents 


No 


Yes* 




11/30/1981 


11/30/1981 




Nasal Swabs 


No 


Yes* 




11/30/1981 


12/08/1981 




1 Jar containing 
Neuropathology blocks 


No 


Yes* 




12/14/1981 


12/14/1981 




Neuropathology slides x 5 


Yes 








04/05/1982 




1 Jar containing regular 
Histology blocks 


No 


Yes* 




11/30/1981 


11/30/1981 




Regular slides x 5 


Yes 








12/08/1981 





* Date of disposal is unknown 
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I performed an autopsy on the body of 




WAGNER, NATALIE 



ALSO KNOWN AS; 



WOOD, NATALIE 



the DEPARTMENT OF CHIEF MEDICAL EXAMINER- CORONER 

Los Angeles, California n n NOVEMBER 30, 1981 e 1330 Hours 



From the anatomic findings find pertinent histor y I ascribe the death to: 
tAl DROWNING- 

Dl't TO OR AS A CONSEQUENCE OF 

ID) — — 

|)Ui: 1 O OK AS A CONSEQUENCE Of 

(O _ : 

OTHl'.K SIGNIFICANT CONDITIONS- 



<0*«) 



<Timt) 



Anawmicsl Summary: 



1. 



Drowning . 



2. Superficial skin bruises on the extremities and 
abrasions on the left side of the face. 



1 




, THOMAf T wOCOCHt.M.D 


jJ(7¥ to* CO* ANOCLEf 


CMtCr UIOICAt, (n**.HC« COhOntf 


"i 


— — -■■ — ! 

AUTOPSY REPORT 


81-15167 






WAGJ3ER, NATALIE 






ALSO KNOWN AS: 


'ace 2 




WOOD/ NATALIE 



1 

f 

\ 

I 

I 

1 



EXTERNAL DESCRIPTION: 

The body is that of a well-developed and well-nourished Caucasian . 
female which appears to be about the stated age of 43-years-old , 
weighing approximately 120 pounds and measuring approximately 64 
inches in height- The body shows a moderate generalized rigor 
mortis. The hair is brown and long. The eyes are brown. There 
are no petechiae in the conjunctivae or sclerae- The nostrils 
and mouth show white froth. The ears are not remarkable. The 
neck, chest and abdomen show abnormality except for an old 
surgical scar on the lower midline of the abdominal wall ' ■ 
measuring approximately 5 inches in length. The right fore- 
arm shows a diffuse recent bruise over the lateral aspect 
measuring approximately 4 inches x 1 inch area above the wrist. 
The left wrist is slightly deformed on the lateral condyle of 
the ulna and it is very prominent. There is no fresh fracture 
in this this area. A slight superficial fresh bruise is noted in 
this area measuring approximately 1/2 inch in diameter. There 
are numerous small superficial skin bruises over the right and 
left lower legs measuring approximately 1/2 inch to 1 inch in 
diameter. They appear to be relatively fresh. The left knee 
area shows a recent bruise measuring approximately 2 inches in 
diameter. The right ankle area shows a recent bruise measuring 
approximately 2 inches in diameter. There are superficial bruises 
on' the posterior aspect of the lower legs. They are small, super- 
ficial and measuring approximately 1/2 inch to 2 inches in diameter. 
There is no particular pattern. 



INTERNAL EXAMINATION : 

The body is opened with the V-shaped incision. The organs in 
the chest and abdomen are located in their normal anatomical 
positions. There are no traumatic injuries over the chest or 
abdomen. No hemorrhage is noted on the chest wall or chest 
cavities. The abdominal cavity shows no excessive fluid or 
adhesion. No contusion or hemorrhage is noted. 
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CARDIOVASCULAR SYSTEM: 

The pericardial sac shows approximately 20 cc. of serous fluid. 
The heart is normal in size and it weighs 220 grams. There are 
no petechial hemorrhages over the epicardium. The sections show 
grossly normal epicardium, myocardium and endocardium. The 
chambers contains approximately 50 cc. of fluid blood. The 
blood is separately collected and submitted for toxicologic 
tests. The valves show no abnormality. The coronary arteries 
show normal branching with widely patent lumen. The left 
anterior descending branch shows a focal narrowing of mild 
degree due to the atherosclerotic plaque which is less than' ' 
30% narrowing. The aorta also shows a mild arteriosclerosis 
in the abdominal segment. 



RESPIRATORY SYSTEM: 

The larynx, trachea and bronchi are filled with a large amount 
of white froth. The lungs are voluminous and heavy. The sur- 
face of the' lungs are smooth with a few petechial hemorrhages. 
The right lung weighs 800 grams and the left lung weighs 750 
grams. The sections of the lungs show abundant amount of watery 
fluid with froth. There is no evidence of pneumonia Or tumor. 



HEPATOBILIARY SYSTEM; 

The liver is about normal in size and it weighs 1450 grams. 
The capsular surface is smooth with a dark brownish-red color. 
The sections show grossly normal hepatic lobular architecture. 
There is no cirrhosis or fatty change. The gallbladder contains 
approximately 10 cc. of light green bile. No obstruction is noted 
in the biliary duct system. 



HEMATOLYMPHATIC SYSTEM; 

The spleen is small and it weighs only 40 grams. The surface of 
the spleen is slightly wrinkled. The sections show no abnormality. * 
The lymph nodes are not remarkable. The thymus is normal for the age. 
The bone marrow is not remarkable. 
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DIGESTIVE SYSTEM: - 

The tongue shows no abnormality. The stomach shows a froth but 
the esopahgus shows no abnormality except for a small ©mount of 
partly digested food. The stomach is filled with approximately 
500 cc. of semisolid partly digested food. Most of the food appears 
to be either chicken or fish type of substance. In addition there 
are few patchy areas of red discoloration in the stomach contents. 
The small intestine contains 2 pills which are not dissolved and 
they appear to be a large size of vitamin-iike substance by the 
appearance and by the smell. The gastric contents emits the smell- 
ing of < alcohol. The appendix is not remarkable. The sraall and 
large intestine show no injury. No tumor is noted. The rectus is 
not remarkable. 

ENDOCRINE SYSTEM: 

The adrenal glands, thyroid and pituitary glands are not remarkable. 
They are located in their normal anatomical positions and are about 
normal in configuration. The pancreas is about normal in size 
and the sections show no abnormality. 



GENITOURINARY SYSTEM: 

The kidneys are located in their normal anatomical position, 
xhe right kidney weighs 130 grams and the left weighs 150 qran*; 
ihe capsular surface is smooth and the sections show crossly normal 
cortex and medulla with congestion. The ureters are not remarkable 
* he urinary bl-adder contains approximately 300 cc. of amber colored 
fluid. The uterus is normal in size and the sections show grossly 
normal myometrium and endometrium. The endometrium appears to be' 
m the proliferative stage. The sections of the uterus, cervix 
ana ovaries show no evidence of tumor or inflammation- 
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MUSCULOSKELETAL SYSTEM: 

There are numerous small, superficial skin bruises over the 
legs but there are no deep contusions noted on the sections. 
The wounds show no fracture. The abrasions over the left " 
cheek area appear to be superficial and fresh. These abra- 
sions are brush type abrasions on the vertical dimension . 



HEAD AND CENTRAL NERVOUS SYSTEM: 

There are no injuries in the scalp or skull. The meninges are 
clear but congested. The brain is about normal in size and it 
weighs 1250 grams. It is symmetrical and it shows a normal 
gyn and sulci externally. The brain is submitted for neuro- 
pathologic examination. The base of the skull shows congested 
temporal bones. No actual hemorrhage is noted with the temporal 
bones in the ear. 



NECK ORGANS: 

The neck organs are dissected and they show no traumatic injuries. 
The hyoid bone, thyroid cartilage and cricoid cartilage show no 
injury. There is no evidence of strangulation- 



CLOTHING: 

The body was clad with a wet flannel type gown and wool socks. 
No underwear was on the body. One (1) red down jacket is 
accompanied with the body but it was not on the body. The 
examination of the clothing revealed no tear or blooa. Thev 
are all wet. 



HISTOLOGICAL SECTIONS: 

Representative sections are taken for the hold jar and sections 
from the bruised area of the extremites are taken for the micro- 
scopic examination. 
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TOXICOLOGIC TESTS ; 

The blood, urine, bile, stomach contents, liver tissue and 
kidney tissue are submitted for toxicologic investigation. 
The blood from the right and left chambers of heart are 
separately submitted for the chemical tests. 



RADIOLOGIC EXAMINATION; 

The entire body is fluroscoped and x-rays of the head, neck, 
chest and extremities are made. No fracture is noted. 



WITNESSES: 

Investigating Officer Serrano and his partner of the Los Angeles 
County Sheriff's Department came and witnessed the autopsy." 



The autopsy findings are consistent with drowning in the ocean. 
The time of the death is difficult to pinpoint, but it appears to 
be at about midnight of November 28, 1981. Most of the bruises on 
the body are superficial and probably sustained at the time of 
drowning . 



OPINION: 




RONALD N. 'KORNBLUM, M - D . 
DEPUTY MEDICAL EXAMINER 



JHC:TTN:RNK:rs:s 
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C'WTY OF LOI ANCCLCI 



NEUROPATHOLOGY REPORT 




I PERFORMED A NEUROPATH0L0GICAL 
EXAMINATION ON — « — 



ot FORENSIC SCIENCE CENTER 

1104 N. MISSION ROAD, LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 



81-15167 

ATjSO t KNOWN AS; 
« 

WOOD, NATALIE 



ACE: 43 years. 



DATE OF EXAMINATION; December 8, 1981. 



HISTORY: Presumed victim of drowni 



GROSS DESCRIPTION; . 



ng 



consists of formalin-fixed brain, dorsal convexity 
portion of crainal dura, tentorium cerebelli, and portions 
stripped from the adjacent posterior fossa. Both externa! 
^L-£ ?f f" rfac ? s o£ cranial dura show no abnormality- 
seining Y ***** " "° evidence ° f "«nt or old hemorrhagic 

T^tL"J i9 , h f 1,2 l° ? r f ms . at ' removal. Overall configuration 
SuDerffcC JHf i hemispheres are approximately symmetrical: 
me?rici? ^ i"° eal b J ood . vess els show mild to moderate svn- 
metrical congestion; otherwise the leptomeninges are thin and 

rhaoe Par M^/^ OU ? h0 - t w " hout recent ^ olS subarachnoid hemor- 
with the Sickening along the parasagittal region is consistent. 

broad oLf^fv ? ; SUlCal Pf ttern is UEU ^ except for an unusually 
broad postcentral sulcus on the left side; however, the adjacent ' 
cortex shows no shrinkage or softening. 3 

ttr^t f aS6 ' naj ° r art ? ries are normal in caliber and course 
tr„i iL ° r ^ymnetrical vertebral arteries, being slightlv 
sr.aller on the right, thin-walled, and free of atherosclerosis 

P^r"^ a ^ ^ossly intact as are the remainder of the 
Reaion oP^r 8- Kectus -° r bital frontal areas show no abnormalities. 
Ttlt k"^ UE 18 ° f normal configuration on both sides. Brain- 

stem and cerebellum are externally unremarkable. 
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Coronal sections of "the cerebral hemispheres reveal symmetrical ; 
lateral ventricles of normal size. Septum pellucidum is intact j 
and lies at the midline- The third ventricle is of normal width i 
and is also at the midline; fourth is intact. Cerebral cdrtical ! 
ribbon, central white matter, corpus callosum, basal ganglia, 
thalamus, and hippocampal formation all appear grossly intact- 
Multiple transverse sections of the midbrain, pons, medulla, 
show no gross change, and the cerebellum is intact. \ 

\ 

Representative sections are submitted for microscopic examination. j 

GROSS IMPRESSIONS: ] 

i 

A. Grossly normal adult brain except for mild to moderate congestion, j 
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EXAMINATION ON 



I PERFORMED A N EUROP ATHOLOGI CAL 



VTAGHER, NATALIE 



81-15167 



at FORENSIC SCIENCE CENTER 



ALSO KNOWN AS: 



1104 N. MISSION ROAD, LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 



WOOtf, lift TA If IE 



DATE OP EXAMINATION: April 13, 1982. 
MICROSCOPIC DESCRIPTION: 

Sections of brain (5) stained by H&E method include cerebral 
cortex, hippocampal formation, dorsal thalamus, globus pallidus 
ana cerebellum. Aside from mild congestion and fine scattered 
morular calcification in globus pallidus, there is no important 
histologic abnormality. 



FINAL NEUROPATHOLOGY DIAGNOSIS: 

A. Adult brain showing no diagnostic features except for mild 
to moderate congestion. 
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LIVER; 



The section of the liver (4-1) shows normal histologic appearance. 
There is no cirrhosis or fatty change. 



The sections of the skin of the right forearm with bruise (4-2) 
show subcutaneous contusion which is very fresh. 

The sections of the skin of the right knee -with bruise (4-3) 
show very fresh subcutaneous hemorrhage. 

The sections of the skin of the right ankle with bruise (4-4) show 
very fresh subcutaneous hemorrhage. All the skin taken from the 
various show marked subcutaneous fresh hemorrhage which is con- 
sistent with fresh bruise of superficial nature. 



SKIN: 
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□ INVESTIGATION M^UTOPSY 

Date tu J/3 Df . CMC / 

2C8f ORENSrC SCIENCE CENTER 

□ MORTUARY 



(fttiNV NAME} 



□ pending 

Death was caused by: 
immediate cause 



□ 



FINAL ON. 



Due to: 



Due to: 




Other conditions contributing but not related to the immediate cause of death: 

□natural ^accident Osuicide Ohomicide ^undetermined 

WAS OPERATION PERFORMED FOR ANY CONDITION STATED ABOVE? □ Yes ffl No 
TYPE SURGERY 



DATE 



WAS BIOPSY PERFORMED? DYes^No 
PERTINENT COMMENTS: 



1-D. By 



/ / Deputy Medical Examiner 



81-15167 
WAOHER/Afca WO0D,»ATALIE 
Pound 11-29-81' 
-Acc. 1 



DPolice Report 

□ Med. History (See Below) 

D Investigations (See Below) 



llstopathology 

Neuropathology 
Microbiology * j 

Smears ft>*H y^'^f 
"O "Type Btood c v 



A 



Toxicology 

□ Over 24 Hrs. 
)£5* Alcohol 
fid Barbs, 

ti Carbon Monoxide 
Other ~ Explain Below 

—^arp 



SPECIMENS SUBMITTED 

Blood Sample Taken ■ 

gyes - by 

□ No - Explain 



& Kidney 
Q>4Jver 

t Stomach Contents 
Bile 
E. Urine 
O Other 



M.D. 



PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION 

Race 

&.-x Appears _ Age 

Tjiioo or 

Deformity 



(COMPLETE ONLY IF CERTIFIED AS OUTSIDE INVESTIGATION) 



-Height Jn. Weigtu„ lbs. Hair 

Scars, 

Amputations 



Eyes 



Mustache 
Beard__ 



CERTIFICATE ISSUED MORTUARY; FINAL PENDING □ 

Signed □ Not Signed □ Explain 



JL By. 



INVESTIGATOR 
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EXTERNAL EXAM 
Sex 
Race 

Age 

Height 
W«igM 
Hoir 
Eyes 
ScUro 
Teeth 
Mouth 
Tongue 
Nose 
Chest 
Breasts 
Abdomen 
Scar 
Genital 
Edema 
Skin 
Decub 
HEART Wt <JV£.0 
Pericord 
Hyp ert 



Dilat 

Muscle 

Valves 



dl 1 



Corona r ^^jLJ- 



AORTA 
VESSELS 
LUNGS Wi 
H 

L-75^ 

Adhes 

Flyid 

Atelectasis 

Oedema 

Congest 

Con sol 

Bronchi 

Node* 



PHARYNX 
TRACHEA 
THYROID 
THYMUS 




— 



PERITONEUM 
Fluid 
Adhes 

VlVER Wt \^'SO 
Cops 

Lobul olft- 
Flbros 
GB CP - 
Calc 

Bile ducts 
SPLEEN Wt 

Color 

Consist 

Caps 

Melpig 
PANCREAS 
ADRENALS 
KIDNEYS Wt 

Cops 

Cortex 

V««U 

Pelvis 

Ureter 
BLADDER 
GENITALIA 

Frost 

Teste* 

Uterus 

Tubes 

Over 

OESOPHAGUS . . 
STOMACH f& CC 
DUOB & SM INT 
APPENDIX 6 (A 
LARGE INT 
ABDOM NODES 
SKELETON 

Spine 

Marrow 



BRAIN Wt 

Duro 

Fluid 

Ventrtc 

Vessels 

Ears 

Nasal Sin 
PITUITARY 



LH50 
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COMPOUND 


RESULTS 
LUNL. 


Toxicologist 


1 -DATE 
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Neutrals (1) 
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LEGEND: 


NO - Not Detected 

0) - carisprodot, ethinemate, glutethimide, meprobamate, methyprylon, etc. 

(2} - chlordiazepoxlde, diazepam, methadone, methaquaione, propoxyphene, strychnine, etc 

(31 ■ chiofp'omszine, imiprarrune, promazine, promethazine, 

thioridazine, trifluoperazine, etc. ($1$o includes amitriptY'ine 
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LEGEND: 


ND • Not Detected 

(1 ) - carisprodol, ethinsmatr, glutethimide, meprobarnate, rneihyprylon, etc. 

(2) - chlordiazepoxlde, diazepam, methadone, met haqu alone, propoxyphene, itrychnine, etc. 
{3) • ch I or promazine, Imipramine. promazine, prorneth8?ine, 

Thioridazine, trifluoperazine, etc- (also includes flmitriptylinc 
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(2) • chiordiarepoxlde, diazepam, methadone, methaquaione, propoxyphene, strychnine, etc. 

(3) ■ ch( or promazine, tmipramine, promazine, promethazine, 
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□ Complete Proceduje 
J2- Modified Procedure 



Kit* 



1 as a Special ProcessitmCaseJjy: ^ 
Investigator ^ " ■ — 



Initiated 

Coroner's Investigator 
Date: , t ilw/f/ 
Locution: 




FSC Q At Scene Q Other 



CENERAL EVIDENCE COLLECTION: . 
\. NAIL SCRAPINGS collected? — - 



2. NAIL CLIPPING(S) collected? _ 

3. Decedent's HAIR collected (other than pubic ha>)?~ 

j/rlead Facial Chest j/.Arm 



A. BITE MARK evidence processed?. — 

5. TOOLMARK evidence processed? . 

SEXUAL ASSAULT EVIDENCE COLLECTION: 
Collection Started: Date: Ml^l£jL Time: 

1. EXTERNAL STAINS detected aftd swabbed? # 

2. NIPPLES swabbed? ■ 

3. MISCELLANEOUS EVIDENCE collected from body surface?. 

# envelopes — — 

4. PUBIC REGION: 

a. "Foreign material" collected? — 

b. Pubic hair combed?. 



c. Pubic hair collected? (Decedent's Pubic Hair Kit)*. 



d. External genital area and pubic hair swabbed/one smear made? 

5. ORAL area swabbed/two smears made? _ — — 

6. ANAL area swabbed/two smears madc?_ - — — — 

7. Female victim only: 

-a. VAGINA SWABBED/two smears made? , — 

b. VAGINAL ASPIRATE collected?. 

c. If yes, D with injection of saline. 

O without injection of saline. 

8. Completed Sexual Assault Kit sealed with evidence tape? 

Collection Completed: Date: ^/fe?/f/ T imc:^-4^1 — „ 
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